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My PATERNAL GRANDFATHER

JAMES CHARLES BRYAN’S PARENTS & GRANDPARENTS

b. 9/27/1866 Greene Co., AL

d. 10/28/1930 Clay Co., MS

A

b. 4/8/1807 Duplin or Wayne Co., NC
d. 4/18/1855 Oktibbeha Co., MS

—] m. 1/6/1831 Duplin Co., NC

b. 3/24/1837 Sampson Co., NC
B

d. 3/24/1867 Greene Co., AL
b. 9/28/1813 Duplin Co., NC

d. 9/7/1901 Clay Co., MS second marriage
George Washington Justice
b. 1/16/1801 NC
d. 1/17/1882 Clay Co., MS
m. 1856 Oktibbeha Co., MS

— m. 3/12/1862 Greene Co., AL

b. 5/28/1814 Spartanburg Co., SC
d. 8/7/1871 Greene Co., AL

—] m. 6/18/1837 Greene Co., AL
b. 8/4/1838 Greene Co., AL

d. 1915 Greene Co., AL

b. 11/9/1819 Spartanburg Co., SC
d. 6/18/1900 Greene Co., AL

second marriage

Robert Cunningham Storey
b. 10/1/1831 Pickens Co., AL
d. 6/11/1895 Greene Co., AL
m. 1870 Greene Co., AL

A,B,C, D

See Family Trees on pages 395-98.
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James Charles Bryan as

In 1889, at age 23, James Charles Bryan (1866-1930) moved permanently to reside

in West Point, Mississippi. His father, James Mordicae Bryan (1837-1867), had left

West Point about 30 years earlier. James Charles went to West Point to work for

his uncle, George Washington Bryan (1846-1937), who owned and operated a meat

market there. The following account appeared in the West Point newspaper on

March 19, 1890:

Mr. J. C. Bryan arrived in our city last summer and has been employed in the
establishment of his uncle, Mr. G.W. Bryan. By his sober and Christian walk,

he has proven himself worthy of a liberal patronage, which we hope he will receive.

There are differing accounts of my grandfather leaving his family in Greene County,

Alabama, and moving to West Point (his obituary says he left at age 10). Whatever

ayoung man.  the facts, his move to West Point was a fortuitous one for him and his descendants.

WHERE WE CAME FROM

For one thing, he avoided the 1895 typhoid
epidemic that decimated his Greene County
family. Also he learned the meat business
as an apprentice to his Uncle George in
West Point. That experience was the genesis
of our family’s business success in the meat
industry throughout most of the

20th century.

I am sure that James Charles Bryan engaged
in several entrepreneurial businesses during
his early manhood in West Point. My father
once told me that for a period of time my
grandfather sold bananas for the United
Fruit Company while riding a rail car from

New Orleans up through Mississippi.

View Other Chapters >>

In 1897, at age 30, James Charles Bryan

married a schoolteacher, Jonnie Mae

Parker (1871-1946). She was from

Chickasaw County, which ajoins Clay

County. Family records say James James Charles Bryan
around age 30.

Charles Bryan was in the cattle

business at the time of his marriage.

Between 1898 and 1908, James Charles

and Jonnie Mae Parker Bryan had five

boys, including the last born, my

father, John H. Bryan Sr. (1908-19809).

Standing left to right:
George and W. B. Bryan,
sons of James Charles Bryan
(with knife), and his helper
around 1909. The boy with
the bicycle is unidentified.

In 1909, at age 42, James Charles opened his own meat market on Murff Row in

West Point, Mississippi. During the First World War (1914-19), he became the meat
supplier to an airfield called Payne Field just north of West Point." Bryan’s Market
was a successful business throughout the remainder of his life, and that allowed
him to accumulate farmland and commercial store buildings. Each of his five sons

inherited a store building and some land.

MY PATERNAL GRANDFATHER 31
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Bryan Market was owned by my father and my uncle William Burnett Bryan

Photo of my grandfather and (1905-1968) after James Charles Bryan Sr. died in 1930. They operated the market

t hi I insid
wo of his employees inside until after World War II.
the meat market, c. 1910.

My grandfather also established a slaughtering plant to supply the market.

The ruins of the facility still stand near the site of Bryan Foods, south of West Point.

I, of course, never knew my Grandfather Bryan.

He was a tall man, over six feet in height. He always

Our Annual

' - OFFER__ "., . wore a mustache or a beard. He has been characterized

Loy .Thanksgiving as a gruff, stern, and frugal person. There are many

Al poor Peonle Who he bl stories about his abrupt retorts to people who made

‘buy meat may cali and get what they”
need at the market. - Thisis a cus-2
- tom established by our father and we
* zre glad to make the same offer this. - . . .
: }'eaf i aud may emjoy & :xla-en: - My mother, who did not know him, recalled being
| Thanksgiving. - i

complaints about his meat products.

told that her father-in-law, James Charles, was very

Bryah"s

West Po'int, ‘Miss.

Above: A photo of the original slaughtering
facility, which is still standing off Church Hill
Road in West Point.

kind to people. “He was rough in some ways. People

Market would call him and maybe say that the meat had too
much bone in it. He would say, ‘Well, that’s the way
Left: The interior of the slaughtering plant

A Depression-era advertisement God made it He was a very outspoken person.”

for Bryan's market.  \figg Virginia Hazard (1896-1989), a family friend,

in the early 1920s.

recalled another story about James Charles trying

to serve the special requests of the meat market
customers. One day someone called and she overheard
him say, “Well, I'm sorry to tell you, but a cow is not
all rump, and some of you have to take something

besides rump roast. There’s only so much rump

to go around.”

32 WHERE WE CAME FROM MY PATERNAL GRANDFATHER 33
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James Charles Bryan,

c. 1920.

My grandfather was known as J.C. Bryan to the townspeople. However, within The opening paragraph of James Charles Bryan’s Taken just a few months before his death in October 1930,
. . L. . . Charles B ith t hi dchildren, Bill

the family, he was always referred to as Papa. Coincidentally, this is the same name obituary, which appeared on October 31, 1930, on the James Charles Bryan with two of his grandchi ,mn, v
(1928—1955) at left and Dorothy Ann (b. 1930) in his lap.

my grandchildren use when addressing me. front page of The West Point Times Leader read: Dorothy Ann was the first girl born in the Bryan family in
55 years. The previous Bryan girl was Lula Bryan (1875-1941),

On October 28, 1930, James Charles Bryan died of a heart attack. My father was The hearts of the entire city were saddened our grandfather’s first cousin. After her birth, there were
14 Bryan boys born between 1876 and 1928.

22 at that time, and he was attending a movie (John Mack Brown and William Beery Wednesday morning over the unexpected passing

in Billy the Kid) at the Ritz Theater in town. Someone came to the theater to tell him of James C. Bryan, age 65,* which occurred Tuesday

his father had died. night at 10 o’clock, taking from the business of

West Point one of its best beloved citizens and

most prominent businessmen.?

*He was 64 years old.

34 WHERE WE CAME FROM MY PATERNAL GRANDFATHER 35



http://www.bryan-frierson.com
http://www.bryan-frierson.com

<< View Other Chapters

NOTES

172

1.

JAMES CHARLES BRYAN'S LIFE
PAGES 30-35

PAYNE FIELD

With America’s entry into the war, it soon became known that the federal
government was seeking a location in Mississippi for an aviation training school.
Some 300 Mississippi communities were competing for it. Following top secrecy
in handling negotiations and spending thousands of dollars for road construction,
electrical equipment, and clearing the land for the facility, the fledgling Army
Air Corps awarded Payne Field to West Point. Located a few miles northeast of

West Point, the installation was built at a cost of one million dollars.

When Payne Field was being built, everyone in town helped. The activity of Zula
Gilmore, a first cousin of the five Bryan boys, was typical. She and her family made
lunches for the workers. Every morning around a hundred of these workers would
come by their home and pick up a bag with two sandwiches, cookies or fruit. When
the government took over the field, J.C. Bryan sent a wagonload of meat every day
[to the facility]. A black man and one of the Bryan boys—there were three of them
around—would go to the pilot training field and sell the meat. It is believed that
this was one of the ways J. C. Bryan made enough money to enable him to buy

rental property and farm lands....

John Bryan, Sr. was ten years old when World War | ended. Several years ago,

in an interview, he reminisced about his boyhood. “My earliest memories go back to
when | was around seven or eight years old. | remember when cattle and hogs were

slaughtered in a brick building. This was around 1915. | also remember when World

War | started. | had two brothers in the war. My two oldest brothers left

in 1916 or 1917. We had an aviation field near West Point, and we sold them quite

a bit of meat. | remember as a kid going up there and delivering it. | was about

nine or ten.”

As a young boy during his high school years, John Bryan [Sr.] spent most of his spare
time down at the meat market on Murff Row. One of his chores was to help deliver
meat on a wagon. Jordan Washington and John Cheatham, both young Negroes,
were also employed at the meat market. Jordan Washington recalls that people
would call in for a roast or steaks or other products, and he would deliver the meat
on a bicycle. He and John Cheatham also used a wagon covered with a black cloth
to take the meat all over the town through the week, on weekends, and especially

"y

on Sunday morning. They would go around yelling, “Meat, meat.

*Source: Caroll Brinson, A Tradition of Looking Ahead: The Story of Bryan Foods, 1986.

JAMES C. BRYAN’S OBITUARY

My grandfather James Charles Bryan (1866-1930) died of a heart attack

on Thursday evening, October 22, 1930. His obituary appeared in the West Point

Daily Times Journal. The penciled note is an error.
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ANCESTRAL FAMILY TREES

A

STEPHEN K. BRYAN
b. 4/8/1807 Duplin or Wayne Co., NC
d. 4/18/1855 Oktibbeha Co., MS
m. 1/6/1831 Duplin Co., NC

%‘%

HARDY BRYAN ELVA JONES
b. 1771 Wayne or Duplin Co., NC m. 5/20/1802 b. 1780
d. 1840 Duplin Co., NC Duplin Co., NC d. 1850

[FATHER]
WILLIAM BRYAN
b. 1747 Wayne Co., NC
d. 1801

POLLY MARIAH KORNEGAY
b. 9/28/1813 NC
d. 9/7/1901 Clay Co., MS
m. 1/6/1831

%‘%

HENRY KORNEGAY NANCY CARRAWAY
b. 1782 Duplin Co., NC b. 1793
d. aft. 1834 d. 1835 Duplin Co., NC

#‘ﬁ

JACOB KORNEGAY* MARY WARD
b. 1735 Craven Co., NC b. 1750
d. 1796 Duplin Co., NC d. 1826

m.7/9/1777

*See Kornegay Heritage on pages 152—54.
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ANCESTRAL FAMILY TREES

C

JAMES WASHINGTON BURNETT
b. 5/28/1814 Spartanburg Co., VA
d. 8/7/1871 Greene Co., AL
m. 6/18/1837 Greene Co., AL

b. 1760 Essex Co., VA m. 10/17/1808 b. c. 1787 Pittsylvania Co., VA
d. 10/24/1841 Spartanburg Co.,VA Pittsylvania Co., VA d.
b. 1732 Essex Co., VA b. 1739 Goochland Co., VA

d. 2/27/1798 Pittsylvania Co, VA  d. 9/11/1812 Pittsylvania Co., VA

m. 10/7/1755

Essex Co., VA
(sEE C-1) (SEE C-2)
BENJAMIN BURNETT
b. 1732 Essex Co., VA
d. 2/27/1798 Pittsylvania Co., VA
m. 10/7/1755 Essex Co., VA
b. 1702 Essex Co., VA m. 1730 b. 1706 Essex Co., VA
d. 1775 Mecklenburg Co., VA Essex Co., VA d. 1789 Mecklenburg Co., VA
b. 1664 Essex Co., VA b. 1680 Essex Co., VA
d. 1718 Essex Co., VA d. 1749 VA
m.

*See Burnett Heritage on pages 156—58.

**The Gatewood heritage is available on Ancestry.com.
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ANCESTRAL FAMILY TREES

C-2

FRANCES BARNETT
b. 1739 Goochland Co., VA
d. 9/11/1812 Pittsylvania Co., VA
m. 10/7/1755 Essex Co., VA

b. 1689 Goochland Co., VA m. 1718 b. 1700 Henrico Co., VA
d. 1756 Goochland Co., VA Henrico Co., VA d. 1763 VA
b. 1655 James City Co., VA b. b. 1665 Henrico Co., VA b. 1667 New Kent Co., VA
d. 1756 Goochland Co., VA d. d. 1742 Goochland Co., VA d. 1747 Goochland Co., VA
m.

m. 11/20/1686
Henrico Co., VA

(SEE C-3)
KATHERINE PERRIN
b. 1667 New Kent Co., VA
d. 1747 Goochland Co., VA
m. 11/20/1686 Henrico Co., VA
b. 1637 New Kent Co., VA m. 1657 b. 1642 Henrico Co., VA
d. 4/1/1695 Henrico Co., VA Henrico Co., VA d. 10/10/1686 Henrico Co., VA
b. 2/22/1610 b. 1614 b.1602 b. 1627
Hampshire, England Sussex, England Northamptonshire, England Kent, England
d.1689 VA d. d. 3/10/1655 d. 12/1/1686
Charles City Co., VA Henrico Co., VA

m. m. c. 1642
Henrico Co., VA

*Information and ancestral data about Ann Rolfe is too confusing to include here.
She may or may not be related to John Rolfe, the early Jamestown settler.

**See Farrar Heritage on page 159.
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ANCESTRAL FAMILY TREES

D

LEVINIA THORNTON
b. 11/9/1819 Spartanburg Co., SC
d. 6/18/1900 Greene Co., AL
m. 6/18/1837 Greene Co., AL

%‘%

LUKE THORNTON I11 SARAH REYNOLDS
b. 12/29/1795 Spartanburg Co., SC m. 3/21/1816 b. 6/11/1800 Spartanburg Co., SC
d. 8/8/1848 Greene Co., AL Spartanburg Co., SC d. 9/26/1870 Greene Co., AL

#‘ﬁ ﬁ‘ﬁ

JOHN THORNTON ELIZABETH CROW GIDEON REYNOLDS MARY ROGERS
b. 1768 Lunenburg Co., VA b. 1767 b.2/2/1776 Frederick Co., VA b. 6/16/1778 Spartanburg Co., SC
d.12/16/1840 Pickens Co., AL d. 1855 Pickens Co., AL d. 6/18/1839 Greene Co., AL d. 11/29/1860 Greene Co., AL

’ m. 8/15/1789 m. c. 1797
Spartanburg Co., SC
(see p-1)

D-1

JOHN THORNTON
b. 1768 Lunenburg Co., VA
d.12/16/1840 Pickens Co., AL
m. 8/15/1789 Spartanburg Co., SC

%‘%

LUKE THORNTON II MARTHA ROGERS
b. 1743 Henry Co., VA m. 1762 b. 1747 Orange Co., VA
d. 1804 Spartanburg Co., SC Lunenburg Co., VA d. 1810 Spartanburg Co., SC

#‘ﬁ

JOHN THORNTON®* JEMINA LONGWORTH
b. 1715 Richmond Co., VA b. 1724 Richmond Co., VA
d. 1800 Spartanburg Co., VA d. 1780 Lunenburg Co., VA

m. 1741
Orange Co., VA

*See Thornton Heritage on pages 160—061.
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